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Activity Sheet –February 2024 

 

 Event Coverages and Press Releases- BIMTECH 

organised 4th edition of Business Literature Festival 

2024. 

 Press Release- BIMTECH organised Annual Alumni 

Meet- Reflections. 

 Follow-up story BIMTECH hosted 2nd Annual 

Convocation PGDM Online. 

 Authored Article by Prof. Saloni Sinha in Economic 

Times. 

 Authored Article by Dr. Arunaditya Sahay in 

Economic Times. 

 2 Authored Article by Dr. Pooja Misra in Economic 

Times. 

 Industry Story- Interim Budget Quote by Dr. Prabina 

Rajib. 

 Industry Story- Quote in Canvas 8 by Prof. Manoj 

Kumar Pant. 

 

 

  



 

  

Outline of PR Activities 

 

Press Event & Press Releases  

 

2 

Top Publications  

 

India Today, Indian Express, 

Economic Times, Times of India, 

Hindustan Times, Financial 

Express, Aaj Tak, Republic World, 

Business Line, News18, College 

Dunia, Shiksha, News 9 Live, 

Statesman 

 Proposed Opportunities (Missed / Pending)  

 

ET Digital, 2 articles pending 

Authored Article:  

4 

Industry Story: 

 

2 

Total Print and Online Coverages   

11 + 60 

Print Circulation is 509244 & 

Earned Influence Value for the 

Month is Rs. 4,34,401. 

 

Cumulative Online Reach for the 

Month is 323.778 M and PR Value 

is  41,67,500 
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Press Release 

 

Birla Institute of Management Technology 

organizes 4th edition of Business Literature 

Festival 2024 

 
Birla Institute of Management Technology conducted its extravaganza festival, BIMTECH 

Business Literature Festival (BBLF), on Saturday, 17th February 2024, at India Habitat Centre, 

New Delhi, with resounding success. 

The festival was graced and addressed by dignitaries like Mr. Shiv Shivakumar, Operating 

Partner, Advent International and Former Chairperson & Chief Executive Officer at PepsiCo and 

Nokia; Mr. Ravi Kant, Ex-Vice-Chairman and Managing Director, Tata Motors; Mr. R. 

Gopalakrishnan, Ex-Executive Director, Tata Sons Ltd; Mr. Harit Nagpal, CEO, Tata Sky; Mr. 

Harish Bhat, Former Brand Custodian, Tata Sons Ltd.; Dr. Prabina Rajib, Director, BIMTECH, 

Dr. SS Dubey, Dean Academics BIMTECH. 

To foster the habit of reading business literature amongst students and professionals, BIMTECH 

also hosted acclaimed authors, editors, budding writers and esteemed journalists exhibiting the 

camaraderie between literary figures and some of the finest business veterans. 

Shiv Shivakumar, emphasized the importance of reading books and said, “A book is our best 

friend.” He further said, “During the COVID-19 pandemic, the average time spent reading books 

increased from 9 hours per week to 16 hours per week. This surge in reading indicates a latent 

demand for books, showcasing that people are willing to engage with education. As authors and 

publishers, we must recognize the potential of the book industry and work together to create high-

quality, engaging content that captures the imagination and encourages people to spend more 

time reading.” Shivakumar urged the audience to commit to reading books, emphasizing that 

doing so not only educates but also makes individuals more interested in the world. 

The event was categorised into six intellectually engaging sessions with two panel discussions on 

topics of significance such as ‘Strong women, Strong World’ and ‘Mind Matters: Nurturing 

Mental Wellness’. A masterclass was organized on ‘Global Leadership through Poetry’ with Mr. 



 

Abhay K. (Diplomat, Poet and DDG, Indian Council for Cultural Relations, New Delhi) which 

was organized by ‘Majlis Club’, the debating and theatre society of BIMTECH, in collaboration 

with the UN Global Compact Network India. 

This one-of-a-kind literature festival also witnessed an entire session on unveiling of three books 

straight out of the oven, namely, ‘Rx for Resilience’ by Dr. Saroj Dubey, ‘Enhancing Leadership 

Skills Through Deeper Self Awareness’ by Dr. Shivani Khetan and ‘NEWSPRINT to 

HEARTPRINTS’ by Dr. Abhijit K. Chattoraj, Dr. Srinath Sridharan, and Ms. Saloni Sinha. 

In the Fireside Chat, Mr. Harish Bhat, author of ‘Restless Lives’ & Former Brand Custodian- 

Tata Sons, in conversation with Mr. Harit Nagpal, CEO of Tata Play, delved into a thought-

provoking discussion on the book ‘Adapt: To Thrive, Not Just Survive’. 

Harit Nagpal, CEO of Tata Sky and author of the book “Adapt,” underscored the importance of 

adaptability in a rapidly changing world. Mr Harit Nagpal was in conversation with Mr Harish 

Bhat, the former brand custodian of Tata Sons. He compared adaptability to the chameleon, a 

creature known for its ability to change colour to blend into its environment, illustrating the need 

for individuals and organizations to be agile and responsive to the shifting landscape. He 

emphasized that in the modern era, the pace of change is accelerating, with each new change 

occurring faster and being more significant than the last. He mentioned examples such as the 

COVID-19 pandemic and advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) as drivers of rapid change. 

The valedictory address was delivered by Mr. R. Gopalakrishnan, Ex-Executive Director, Tata 

Sons Ltd., Ex-Vice Chairman-Hindustan Lever, and author of ‘Inside the Boardroom’, who 

congratulated BBLF4 team for planning the event meticulously and organizing insightful 

interactions. 

Remarking on the huge outreach of the fest, Dr. Prabina Rajib, Director, BIMTECH, said, 

“Witnessing the massive success of the past three editions, BIMTECH is back with its flagship 

literature festival to foster the habit of reading about business landscape among students and 

stakeholders. This niche literary celebration has brought together excelling business leaders, 

authors and industry experts to engage in thoughtful discussions on the latest waves in the world 

of business.” 

This Biz-Lit Fest presented a distinctive blend of business literary flavour through readings of 

literary works, engaging panel discussions, and hands-on workshops; which aimed to bring 

together like-minded individuals from academia, journalism, media, and the widespread literary 

community at large. 

  



 

Press Release 

 

BIMTECH Alumni Reconnect and Celebrate at 

Reflections 2024  

 

 

New Delhi [India], February 26: Orchestrating the reunion of familiar faces and the creation of 

new connections, Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH) organised its Annual 

Alumni Meet- “Reflections” on 24th February 2024 in the Greater Noida Campus. 

Alumni Meet – “Reflections” was graced by esteemed participants including Chief Guest 

Sandeep Gautam, Group HR- CK Birla Group, Guest of Honour – Peyu Gupta, Vice President- 

HR & IR JSW, Dr. Prabina Rajib, Director, BIMTECH and Alok Gupta, President Global Alumni 

Association of BIMTECH, infusing a lively atmosphere for the alumni to reconnect and 

remember the threads of shared memories. 

One of the highlights of this golden evening was the Annual Alumni Awards with bonafide leaders 

as jury members such as Biju Sebastian, Head HR, Somany Tiles and Sunil Bajaj, Partner, Ernest 

& Young whose words formed a narrative thread, weaving through the audience and creating a 

shared understanding of the evening’s essence. The awards recognized achievements in 

categories such as Young Alumni Achiever, Corporate Leader, Entrepreneurial Leader, and 

Women Achiever. The 2023 Alumni Awards winners are Sandeep Sehgal (Corporate Leader), 

Mayank Sharma (Entrepreneurial Leader), Saniya Agrawal (Women Achiever), and Bhanu 

Pathak (Young Alumni Achiever). Sehgal is a Director at Panasonic Life Solutions, Sharma is the 

Co-Founder & CEO of Epitome Hospitals and 7Med India Pvt. Ltd., Agrawal is the Founder and 

CEO of Sataara and Women Entrust, and Pathak is an Influencer & Podcaster (Self Employed) 

and Consultant at Wipro. 

Alok Gupta addressed the audience, sharing valuable insights and extending congratulations to 

senior Alumni for their remarkable achievements, celebrating the diversity that enriches 

BIMTECH’s Alumni community, making it a dynamic and thriving network. 

 

Dr. Prabina Rajib, Director of BIMTECH, said, “Alumni offered their expertise to support the 

institute’s development by voluntarily taking part in peer mentoring programs. In addition, the 

students and we were inspired and motivated to hear your amazing stories about your trip down 



 

memory lane during the meeting. At the event, alumni also had the opportunity to strengthen their 

relationships, broaden their networks, and reignite old friendships.” 

The rendezvous witnessed heavy footfall and engaging activities such as lucky draw, basketball, 

helium voice changer, pellet shooting gun, hammer striker, DIY activities along with a pinch of 

cultural taste. Adding a dynamic layer to the event, the students presented a graceful dance 

performance offering moments of joy. 

As the night unfolded, musical vibes echoed through the air and the stage came alive with a live 

band set by Qaafia Band, filling the gathering with soulful tunes that resonated with the spirit of 

the event. Transitioning seamlessly into the later hours, a DJ night encapsulated the essence of a 

lively celebration. The beats resonated with the vibrant energy of the gathering, transforming the 

BIMTECH Lawn into a dance floor. 
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Are EVs Environment Friendly? 

 

As per NITI Aayog 80% of 2 wheelers and 3 wheelers, 40% buses, and 30% to 70% of cars in India will be 

EVs by 2030. Against this, “between 2019-20 and 2020-21, 2 wheeler EV rose by 422%, 3 wheelers by 

75%, 4 wheelers by 230% and Electric Buses by1200%,” said Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road Transport 

and Highways. We need to stop and think whether this break neck speed of introduction of EVs will 

lead to net zero – our ultimate target towards sustainable development. 

Road transport is one of the high GHG emitting sector and is therefore needs a deep look. Countries, 

world over have planned to transit their road transport to EVs. The heaviest and costliest component of 

an EV is its battery. An electric vehicle battery (EVB) or traction battery powers the electric motors in 

battery electric vehicles (BEVs) or hybrid electric vehicles. 

Unlike starting, lighting, and ignition (SLI) batteries, electric vehicle batteries are lithium-ion and built 

for high power-to-weight ratio and energy density. Because they reduce vehicle weight and improve 

performance, smaller and lighter batteries are preferred. Many existing battery technologies have 

lesser specific energy than liquid fuels, limiting all-electric vehicle range. Lead–acid, nickel–cadmium, 

nickel–metal hydride and lithium-ion batteries have been used in electric vehicles; these are 

rechargeable batteries. Unlike nickel-cadmium batteries, presently used lithium-ion batteries can be 

depleted and recharged every day at any charge level. 

The battery, which constitutes a substantial portion of an electric vehicle's cost as well as weight, has an 

adverse environmental impact across the supply chain. The industry's growth has prompted a focus on 

establishing ethical battery supply chains, especially the supply of lithium poses numerous challenges 

besides being a crucial geopolitical issue. 

Recycling of Batteries 

Battery recycling involves the reuse and reprocessing of batteries, with the goal of diminishing the 

disposal of batteries as material waste. Since batteries contain harmful chemicals and heavy metals, 

their improper disposal poses environmental risks, leading to concerns about water and soil 

contamination. Therefore, proper recycling of batteries is essential to align its use in line with 

environmental and health requirements. 

As global electric mobility continues to rise, there is a growing demand for electric vehicle (EV) 

batteries. This surge in demand has spurred significant expansion in battery production, with the 

capacity expectation of over five terawatt hours (TWh) per year. This calls for giga factories worldwide 

by 2030. Additionally, there is a notable increase in the volume of EV  

 

 

 



 

batteries reaching the end of their lifespan, with projections indicating that over 100 million vehicle 

batteries will be retired in the next decade. If they are not fully recycled, they become environment 

damager. 

Shifting from fossil-fuel-based to electric mobility brings environmental benefits and cost savings for 

consumers but transitioning our transportation system necessitates the design and scaling of new 

supply chains. This dilemma presents a chance to create a more stable, robust, efficient, and 

sustainable green supply chain than the fossil-fuel and ICE vehicle sector but the disposal of batteries at 

the end of life will still remain a problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite a large EV transition in China, Europe, and the US, most battery material suitable for recycling 

still comes from consumer electronics cells like those in laptops and other household items and cell 

manufacturing scrap from faulty batteries that don't pass quality control. A new battery facility can 

generate up to 30% scrap during cell manufacturing, causing a significant recycling and disposal 

problem. Presently, end-of-life EV batteries are more prevalent in China, where EV adoption has been 

widespread. The production scrap of cells across the world will remain the dominant source of battery 

recycling materials until 2030. Beyond this, the end-of-life EV battery volumes will surpass cell scrap 

generation. 



 

Mining of Lithium and Nickel 

The composition of electric vehicle (EV) battery chemistry differs across models and suppliers. However, 

a fundamental lithium-ion pack generally requires crucial heavy metals. Primarily    lithium is a key 

component; many packs, however, also incorporate varying amounts of cobalt and nickel. It is 

important to note that these metals are not readily available in their pure forms. Cobalt and lithium 

don't naturally occur in a pure state, and nickel is found only in trace amounts outside of ore. This is 

where the process of mining and refining becomes essential, which comes with associated economic 

and environmental costs. 

Companies acquire cobalt as a byproduct of nickel mining, and the extraction of metals from the ore 

typically involves one of two methods: hydrometallurgy or pyrometallurgy. The selection of the 

extraction process depends on the specific compound and the concentration of the metal and so is the 

level of environmental damage. Hydrometallurgical extraction utilizes an aqueous solution to extract 

the desired materials, while pyrometallurgical methods rely on heat to separate the desired 

components from the undesired ones. 

Prior to the 1990s, lithium extraction, primarily involved mining it in solid form from a few minerals. In 

contemporary times, the majority of lithium is sourced from brine located beneath salt beds. The 

extraction process entails drilling for the brine, pumping it to the surface, and allowing it to sit in 

evaporation ponds for several months to years until it achieves the desired lithium concentration. 

Subsequently, the liquid is transferred to a processing facility, where it undergoes filtration and 

chemical treatment to produce the final product, typically lithium carbonate in the context of an 

electric vehicle (EV) battery. 

From an environmental perspective, mining necessitates extensive land, water, and energy resources. 

The chemicals utilized in mineral processing must be sourced, and the proper disposal of unwanted 

materials can create hazardous waste. Further, mining activities can lead to adverse environmental 

impacts such as contaminated soil and water, air pollution, soil erosion, and landslides. 

Taking all these into consideration, should we not have a relook on the transition policy for road 

vehicles even though India has discovered lithium deposits? 
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EAT RIGHT CAMPAIGN:  

Sustaining Religious Tourism Through Pilgrims’ 

Gustatory Experiences 

 

Brand strategist Mr. Ambi Parmeswaran says, “while researching for my book, God’s Sake: An 

adman on the Business of Religion, I found that religion touches our lives in so many different 

ways that travel is really one. Reports said that 19% of all travel in India was pilgrimage or 

religious travel.” People all across the globe are fascinated by the stories, mythologies and 

belief in India's spirituality. India’s spiritual allure draws millions of tourists each year, both 

from within the country and across borders. NCAER has said that 50% of all travel; package 

tours were religious tours. In the book ‘India: A Sacred Geography’ by Diana Eck, it was 

discovered that the country has 10,000 tirthas or holy places. Many of these are in scenic 

locations which have immense potential to boost India’s GDP. (Dalrymple, 2018). 

India is globally positioned for its sacred geography and diverse religious values, traditions and 

as a home to numerous magnificent temples standing as testaments to the country’s 

spirituality. Leveraging on this, Government of India has discovered several spiritual corridors 

that weave through the heart of India connecting seekers of spirituality. From the Kartarpur 

Corridor in Pakistan to the Shri Kashi Vishwanath Corridor in Varanasi, the Mahakaleshwar 

Corridor in Ujjain to the Bankey Bihari Temple Corridor linking Mathura and Vrindavan are 

opening up plethora of unforgettable passages to divine destinations to embrace Indian 

mythology. The euphoria around the long-awaited Ram Janmabhoomi Corridor in Ayodhya is 

a testament to the curiosity the world has towards Indian value system.   

Is Indian religious tourism industry is ailing today because the temple tourists are falling ill? 

Despite a rich religious ethos and robust government initiatives, the tourism sector in India 

has seen a major decline. The international tourist arrival in India stood at 6.19 million in 2022 

and has not increased much thereafter. Out of several issues that demotivated travellers, lack 

of safe and hygienic food is a pivotal part. A study done by the National Library of Medicine, 

USA with 300 travellers revealed that 46.3% of tourists experienced travellers’ diarrhoea and 

two-third of total were having a perception of inadequate hygiene and sanitation in mid 

income countries like India.  



 

In India it is believed that the way to someone’s heart is through the stomach. Indian diverse 

food palate traditionally bonds people together. Religious tourism in India will certainly get a 

boost if pilgrims’ gustatory experiences are catered to well in terms of hygiene and quality.  

Eat Right Campaign- A Graded Approach to Food Businesses 

The EAT RIGHT CAMPAIGN came as an answer. It was launched by GoI in the year 2018 with a 

vision to create awareness about healthy eating habits among all sections of the country. The 

broad vision is to reduce malnutrition, ensure food safety and hygiene, promote local and 

seasonal foods and encourage sustainable food production practices. The GoI collaborated 

with Food Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) and various NGOs to ensure safety 

and quality of the food and extended it to temple corridors of India. The campaign further 

signed an MOU with AOAC International to further enhance the ecosystem of food safety 

analytics in India. It not only aims to ensure safe and wholesome food for people in India, but 

also eyes a potential allocation of this scheme at places with heavy footfall of people. The 

pilgrim destinations were found out to be the righteous fit for launching the campaign. 

Eat Right Street Food Hub: A boon for local foodpreneurs of Ayodhya 

The Eat Right campaign's collaboration with temple tourism in India has not only enhanced 

pilgrim experiences but also boosted local employment opportunities. A study by the National 

Restaurant Association of India (2023) revealed that the Eat Right campaign's implementation 

in tourist corridors, including temple towns, led to a 25% increase in demand for hygienic 

restaurants and catering services, which showed growth in the F&B (food and beverage) 

sector. The FSSAI reported a 30% increase in F&B business license applications in temple towns 

participating in the Eat Right campaign during the first year of implementation. A joint study 

by the FSSAI and World Bank (2023) estimated that the Eat Right campaign in temple towns 

generated approximately 15,000 new foodpreneurs within the first year, primarily in food 

preparation, catering, agriculture, and retail sectors. A survey by the Indian Council for 

Agricultural Research (ICAR) (2023) found that 70% of the newly created jobs through the Eat 

Right campaign in temple towns were filled by local residents, particularly women and youth. 

Conclusion 

By embracing these initiatives and preserving its spiritual treasures, India can continue to 

attract visitors from all corners of the globe and create a thriving tourism industry that 

celebrates the nation’s spiritual essence. The EAT RIGHT STREET FOOD HUB is slated to 

enhance the gustatory experience of visitors as well as motivate the foodpreneurs to achieve 

the certification to run their ventures at Eat Right Street Food Hub of Ayodhya. 
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Decoding the Interim Budget 2024-25: Budgeting for 

Progress 

With the general elections round the corner, the hon’ble Finance Minister had given prior 

indication in the CII Global Economic Policy Forum in December 2023 that no major reforms 

would find place in the Interim Budget 2024-25. However, in line with the past few Interim 

budgets announced, this year’s budget had also generated heightened anticipation among all 

stakeholders, including economists, analysts etc, and most importantly, the citizens. 

Interestingly, the Government adhered to the textbook definition of an Interim Budget and 

refrained from announcing any significant structural reforms. Nevertheless, few points that 

were highlighted in the Budget announcement certainly merit discussion.  

First and foremost, with the Finance Minister, Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman giving the big 

infrastructure push by increasing proposed capital expenditure by 11.1% which is equivalent 

to 3.4% of GDP, the continued focus on government capex was a welcome step. The 

Government’s continued focus on capital expenditure post-Covid and their zeal to capitalise 

on the higher multiplier impact of the same on the economy has started showing results by 

way of economic growth. With the Government hoping for a crowding-in effect setting in and 

while there are discussions around private investments picking up especially in the context of 

cement and steel industry and with capacity utilisation being at a 10-year high, hopefully once 

the general elections get over, private capex will pick up speed. However, while private 

investments are expected to start accelerating the virtuous cycle, the Government also needs 

to now start picking up steam on monetisation of public assets. With the National 

Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) of Rs. 6 lakh crore announced in the Union Budget 2021-22, 

as of now the Government has not really made a mark in it. Although the Government has 

recently announced an asset recycling drive under the NMP which is expected to generate 

approx. Rs.1.5 trillion in FY 2025, renewed focus on NMP is the need of the day, especially 

keeping in mind the re-oriented and renewed strategy of the Government in case of 

disinvestments.  

The silver lining on the wall was the fiscal consolidation numbers that brought a cheer to all 

stakeholders be it economists or think tanks or as a matter of fact, the bond market. With the 

country aiming to achieve a fiscal deficit of 5.8% of GDP as against the budgeted target of 

5.9% of GDP, the Government has overstepped expectations. Not to miss, the fiscal deficit 

slated to be 5.1% of GDP in FY 25 shows the Government’s commitment to meet its glide path 

of achieving 4.5% by FY 26. On the flip side, the Government has been doing reasonably well 

on the debt to GDP ratio and has managed to bring it down from a peak of 88.5% in 2020-21 

to approx. 83% in the current year. However, we must not forget that the Central Government 

debt alone of 56.8% of GDP as against a target of 40% of GDP set by the Fiscal Responsibility 



 

and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003 is a worrisome number. Higher debt eats into the 

Government’s expenditure pie by way of increased interest payments (as of now of every Re1. 

spent, the Government ends up spending approx. 20p on interest payments) and leaves limited 

scope for more productive government spending. Hence, it is very important that the 

government continues to focus on fiscal consolidation and move towards a sustainable debt 

trajectory.  

 

Despite global and geopolitical uncertainty, the Indian economy remains resilient. Key sectors 

such as construction, real estate, manufacturing etc. are finally seeing the light of day and 

witnessing a demand-supply gap in case of blue collar workers. This brings to the forefront, 

the need for increased focus on vocational training and semi-skilled expertise. Not to forget 

with the Finance Minister also reinforcing that Digital India is key to formalising the economy, 

new age skill sets such as AI, Digital literacy etc. need added attention. While the recently 

released Review of Economy document states that there has been a push to mass skilling since 

2014 and the employable percentage of students has increased from 33.9% in 2014 to 51.3% 

in 2024 but keeping the demographic dividend in mind we still have some way to go.  

 

Although The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 has advocated a budgetary allocation of 

6% of GDP to education (in line with that of developed economies), the budgetary allocation 

is still in the range of approximately 2.9% of GDP. We need to increase these numbers for sure. 

The fine print numbers show that the allocation for 2023-24 for education which was Rs.1.16 

lakh crores, saw a spend of only Rs. 1.08 lakh crore as per the revised estimates in FY24. Two 

sectors which are paramount for the long term development and prosperity of any country are 

Education and Health. Improved education and health facilities can redesign the socio-

economic landscape, reduce inequality levels, lead to inclusive development and help in nation 

building. 
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Catalysts for Change: Moments of Reflection on 

Women's Empowerment 

 

The United Nations which began celebrating International Women’s Day (IWD) in mid 1970s 

has “Invest in Women: Accelerate Progress” as its central theme for 2024. Social, economic, 

cultural and political evolution of women is one of the key integral pillars in building a thriving 

economy and a sustainable planet. There is no doubt that promoting of gender equality and 

enhancing women's welfare in all walks of life is essential for the world to be a better place to 

live in. With “Inspire Inclusion” being the focal point of the IWD campaign theme, it is time 

that we take a pause and ponder on some of the key areas of achievement and gaps that as a 

society and nation the country needs to lay higher focus on. Not to miss, even, Sustainable 

Development Goal 5 (SDG), lays stress on “Achieve Gender Equality by 2030 and Empower 

All Women and Girls”. 

In terms of the Global Gender Gap Index, 2023 rankings, India has been ranked 126th amongst 

146 countries. While the nation has moved 8 positions upwards as against the 2021 rankings, 

it still has some way to go in terms of Economic Participation and Opportunity. At 36.7%, India 

was one of the few countries that has attained less than 40% parity. The underrepresentation of 

women in the labour market is one of the key reasons for the same. Encouraging a structural 

shift and moving the needle away from women being engaged in agriculture to supplement 

distress or working as unpaid household help is the need of the hour. Investing in skill 

development can help provide women better and more productive occupational choices and 

open up many a door to work opportunities closely aligned with the UN SDG of Decent Work 

for All.  

Agreeably, the latest data on the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) for July 2022-June 2023 

does show a rise from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 37% in 2022-23 for the Female Labour Force 

Participation Rate, however against the global numbers we still have miles to cover on this 

account. Rise of female enrolment in education, girls and women constituting 43% of 

enrolment in STEM courses (science, technology, engineering and mathematics), National 

Skill Training Institutes (for Women) imparting skill training exclusively for Women, 

reservation of seats in Industrial Training Institutes (it is), projects such as Pradhan Mantri 

Mahila Kaushal Kendra (PMMKK), promoting women participation in new age skills such as 

artificial intelligence, 3D Printing, data analytics are all steps in the right direction for building 

a long term sustainable gender equal workforce.  



 

Governments today are known for formulating economic policies through the lens of inclusion 

and equity, and recognizing gender parity as an absolute necessity for financial stability and 

economic expansion. Thus, it becomes imperative that we look into the findings of the 

Financial Inclusion (FI) Index of RBI which captures the extent of financial inclusion across 

three broad variables i.e. Access (35%), Usage (45%) and Quality (20%) of banking, 

investments, insurance, postal and the pension services. The FI Index for the nation stood at 

60.1% in March 2023 as against 56.4% in March 2022. However, while further in-depth 

analysis shows that women’s bank account coverage in the country had improved to 77.6% in 

2021 and the share of women borrowers has been rising gradually (22.9% in March 2023 as 

against 20.6% five years ago), more women tend to have inactive bank accounts relative to 

men, women are less likely to make and receive digital payments, women entrepreneurs 

continue to face very high friction in access to financial services from formal channels and the 

story goes on………. Undoubtedly, the Reserve Bank’s women-focussed program of 

“Swanari” with a mission of “Frictionless Finance for Every Woman In India” is a positive 

step but the gap on account of better usage and quality of financial services for women still 

needs to be actively monitored and worked upon.  

On a brighter note, amidst the challenges, there are rays of optimism shining through. India 

finds mention in the context of pioneering and focusing on gender-responsive budgeting in the 

Global Gender Gap Report, 2023. With the Finance Minister, in her recently announced Interim 

Budget 2024, laying renewed focus on the four castes of GYAN, ie. Garib, Youth, Annadatta 

and Nari: Women do find a pride of place in the Government’s short, medium and long term 

vision. Schemes such as Mudra Yojana loans, PM Awas Yojana giving priority to women as 

single or joint owners in an endeavour to enhance their dignity, increased target for “Lakhpati 

Didi scheme” from 2 crore to 3 crore are worth a mention.  
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BIMTECH organised 4th edition of Business Literature Festival 

Sr. No. Date Publication Edition 

 

Page 

No. Circulation 

 

EIV 

1 18.02.2024 The Statesman New Delhi 8 45000 88,452 

2 20.02.2024 New Indian Express New Delhi 16 77697 2,43,243 

3 17.02.2024 Amar Ujala New Delhi 5 202436 45923.68 

4 19.02.2024 Swatantra Bharat Lucknow 10 50254 6,759 

5 20.02.2024 Punjabi Tribune New Delhi 5 10857 6,807 

6 20.02.2024 Alpviram Ahmedabad 3 24000 10,527 

7 20.02.2024 
Herald Young 

Leaders 
Ahmedabad 

7 
25000 

7,287 

8 20.02.2024 Palash News Ahmedabad 4 25000 8,505 

9 20.02.2024 Janmadhyam Lucknow 8 5,000 7,000 

10 20.02.2024 Readers Messenger Lucknow 3 19000 7,620 

11 21.02.2024 Everyday News Lucknow 8 25000 2,277 

 TOTAL 509244 4,34,401 
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