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 Event Coverge and Press Release- BIMTECH appoints IIT Kharagpur 

professor Prabina Rajib as new director 
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 Press Release- BIMTECH hosted its 2nd Annual Convocation 2024 for 

PGDM (Online) Batch 
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digital 
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Outline of PR Activities 

Press Event & Press Releases  

Event Coverge and Press Release  
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(Missed / Pending)  
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academics) 2. Economic Times 3. Executive MBA 
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India Today, Indian Express, Economic 
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37 + 29 
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Press Release 

 

IIT Kharagpur Professor Dr Prabina Rajib Appointed as 

Director of BIMTECH 

 

 

December, 05, 2023: Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH) has welcomed Dr. 

Prabina Rajib as its new Director, following Dr. Harivansh Chaturvedi in a significant leadership shift. 

Renowned in the field of finance and accounting, Dr Prabina Rajib has a distinguished background, 

having held positions at the Vinod Gupta School of Management, IIT Kharagpur. Dr. Rajib’s expertise 

encompasses teaching, research, and consulting, and she brings over two decades of experience to her 

new post. Her distinguished career includes being the author of two prominent books, “Commodity 

Derivatives and Risk Management” (2014) and “Stock Exchanges Investment and Derivative.” Her 

commitment to academic performance is demonstrated by her promotions in 2007 and 2011 at IIT 

Kharagpur. 

Dr. Rajib has substantial leadership experience, having served as Dean at VGSOM and mentoring 

multiple PhD theses. She has given several talks and written for numerous national and international 

magazines and conferences. Her areas of interest in research are many aspects of the Indian 

commodities spot and derivatives market, with a particular emphasis on commodity hedging techniques, 

commodity derivative pricing, and modelling. 

Dr. Rajib also explores the complexities of the Indian capital market, including buybacks, delistings, 

IPO pricing, and ADRs/GDRs issued by Indian corporations. She also examines FDI entrance strategy 

and multinational firms’ international cooperation, both technological and financial. 

Departing after a remarkable 25 years as Director, Dr. Harivansh Chaturvedi will take over as Chief 

Educational Advisor at the parent organisation of BIMTECH and Birla Global University (BGU), the 

Birla Academy of Art & Culture. 

In the meanwhile, the Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH) has announced the 

launch of a 2-year full-time Post Graduate Diploma in Management (PGDM) degree in Artificial 

Intelligence and Data Science. This 24-month programme is being established at a time when there is a 

global lack of AI and Data Science labourers. Blending AI and DS with management education will 

provide students a broad skill set that transcends conventional limits 



 

Press Release 

 

 

BIMTECH holds 2nd convocation 2024 for online PGDM 

students 

 

 

NEW DELHI: Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH) Centre for Online Studies 

(COOLS) held its second annual convocation ceremony for the online Post-Graduate Diploma in 

Management (PGDM) batches of July 2021-June 2023 and January 2022-December 2023.The 

institute said a male-female ratio of 7:3, 83% from cohort 2 and 63% from cohort 3 received their 

diplomas during the event. Around 1,000 students have been offered admission in the last three years. 

The PGDM online course saw a 76% enrolment of experienced learners and 30% representation of 

women. 

The 2-year PGDM online programme offers dual specialization in marketing, finance, analytics etc., 

with an objective to imbibe students with a diversified understanding of business areas and skills 

required in the field with a focus on practical learning. Additionally, the program's dissertation writing 

course provides students with a platform to explore current business issues and develop a nuanced 

understanding of emerging trends, BIMTECH said. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prabina Rajib, director of BIMTECH, said: “BIMTECH is honoured to see 

these experienced and talented young minds develop into future leaders and is proud to announce that 

our PGDM graduates have left no stone unturned and have the determination and excellence to 

confidently advance and make significant contributions to business.” 

The convocation featured distinguished speakers, including chief guest Prem Singh, president of J-K 

organization, Prasad Rampalli, CTO, Deloitte and Govind Kumar, president of UpGrad. The event 

also witnessed the presence of Prabina Rajib, director of BIMTECH, Harivansh Chaturvedi, chief 

educational advisor of BIMTECH and SS Dubey, chairperson of COOLS, BIMTECH. 

 

 



 

 

Fast-growing transportation sector fuels climate 

change: EVs, Green Hydrogen are the solution 

 

The Government of India has rightly created India National Green Hydrogen Mission in 2022. This will 

not only make India self-sufficient but will make India a leading producer and supplier of Green 

Hydrogen in the world, creating export opportunities for Green Hydrogen and its derivatives. 

Economy requires mobility; higher the economic development greater is the mobility requirement. 

Mobility activities are worth trillions of dollars every year. The UNEP’s emissions gap report gives 

details of the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions into the atmosphere. It includes energy consumed in 

agriculture, waste, industrial processes, and transportation. The figure below gives sector wise energy 

consumption and thus GHG emission. 

The energy consumption in the transport sector, which varies between 16 to 19% in various countries, 

has been further broken down into road, aviation, shipping, rail and pipeline. Road transportation is the 

biggest energy consumer within the transportation sector and is, therefore, the biggest contributor to 

global warming within the mobility sector. Until 1990, the transportation sector used to emit 5.0 Gt 

CO2eq GHGs, which rose to 8.7 Gt CO2eq in 2019, and is continuing to increase. Passenger and freight 

road transportation vehicles are the biggest culprit. The efforts made to replace fossil fuel vehicles with 

EVs/hydrogen is a drop in the ocean. The electric vehicles give only local relief in emission as it 

transfers the GHG emission to power plants. 

Due to the industrialisation of nations, transportation is exponentially rising. Such a scenario is bound 

to result in considerably enhanced GHG emissions from this sector. The Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) 's Working Group III’s Assessment Report sixth (WG3- AR6) demonstrates 

that passenger and freight transportation emissions are rising more from urban areas and are mainly 

land-based. This is happening more in briskly developing Asia and Africa. The analysis specifies that, 

without any control intrusions, till 2050, the transportation CO2eq emissions may rise from 50% to 

60%. Calculations reveal that in order to control global temperature rise within 1.5oC, the international 

transportation GHG emissions must be shrunk by 59%. 

UNEP's 2020 edition of the emissions gap report has highlighted the six-sector solution to the climate 

crisis. These sectors are energy; agriculture, food and waste; building and cities; nature- based solutions; 

industry; and transport. The reduction potential in these sectors are 8.2, 6.7, 5.9, 5.9, 5.4 and 4.7Gt 

CO2eq respectively. These sectors combined have the potential to reduce over 30 Gt CO2eq emissions 

which is enough to keep the world below the 1.5°C mark. The reduction of 4.7 Gt CO2eq in the 

transportation sector can be achieved by using technologies such as batteries, fuel cells, and biofuels. 

With the adoption of these technologies, vehicles could emit little or no GHGs. Further, the public may 

be encouraged to use shared vehicles, cycle or even walk short distances. That would help businesses 

and governments alike to meet their net- zero targets.  

Indian Mobility Scenario India is one of the world's fastest growing economies. She has 1.4 billion 

inhabitants and an average economic growth rate of 7% during the last two decades (Chakraborty 2021). 

It is a prerequisite to transport goods to encounter the high multifarious demands of a vast and 

exponentially growing population (RMI India 2021, NITI Aayog, 2021). The current technical choices 

and policy decisions will decide the future of the Indian energy and transportation emission cut-off. The 

transportation sector uses a significant portion of the total energy demand in India. While Europe has 



 

good mass transportation systems and well laid out cycle tracks in many countries, the United States, 

Russia and China (IEA 2016), in contrast, have a higher percentage of energy consumed in the 

transportation sector.  

In India, transportation consumes a substantial percentage of energy, particularly fossil fuel; it utilised 

about 4 EJ of energy in 2020, which is approximately 19%t of energy consumption. In the same year, 

excluding international shipping and aviation, transportation directly emitted 272 million tonnes of 

CO2. Roadways, including passenger and freight, dominated transportation emissions; its contribution 

being about 92%. Exhaust emission from vehicles is a leading cause of the reduction of air quality. The 

GHG emission generated by road vehicles is a challenge to achieve net zero in mobility. The Indian 

mobility sector has all the four transportation models; road, rail, shipping and aviation. 

According to The Bureau of Energy Efficiency, the transport sector contributes to 18% of total energy 

consumption in India, representing 94 million tonnes of oil equivalent (Mtoe). If India continues this 

trend, it would require an expected 200 Mtoe of energy stock in 2030 and will correspondingly emit 

CO2. The breakup of GHG emissions of the transport sector is depicted below which shows that trucks 

and 2-wheelers are two greatest GHG emitters. The current technical choices and policy decisions will 

decide the future of the Indian energy and transportation emission cut-off.  

In the succeeding 30 years, the business-as-usual (BAU Transport Energy Stance is focused on 

comprehending energy usage by the Indian transportation sector and its GHG emissions. Total CO2 

emissions from the road transport sector are mostly tank-to-wheel (TTW) emissions; the only exception 

being ICCT's model, which includes electricity grid emissions for electric vehicles. BAU analysed 

different research group models such as CEEW version 2010, Centre for Study of Science, Technology 

and Policy (CSTEP), and GCAM 2015. The studies find that vehicle mobility will be amplified by 3 to 

3.5 times from 2020 to 2050.  

In 2020, a total of 1,800 billion vehicle kilometres (vkt/year) was travelled per year which will increase 

to approximately 5,000 billion vkt/year in 2050. Total CO2 emissions from the road transport sector are 

mostly tank-to-wheel (TTW) emissions; the only exception being ICCT's model, which includes 

electricity grid emissions for electric vehicles. Further, EVs consume more power in a short time to 

fully charge the battery. Single- phase EVs chargers increase phase unbalance at the distribution 

network which increases unwanted negative effects on distribution network operation and connected 

loads.  

Moving to EVs, therefore, cannot be a long term solution. The Government of India has rightly created 

India National Green Hydrogen Mission in 2022. This will not only make India self-sufficient but will 

make India a leading producer and supplier of Green Hydrogen in the world, creating export 

opportunities for Green Hydrogen and its derivatives. 

  



 

 

Role of Electric Vehicles in enhancing environment 

sustainability, fighting climate change  

 

To achieve Net-Zero emission targets, one of the actions taken is the promotion of electric vehicles. No 

doubt, electric vehicles will reduce air pollution by restricting exhaust emission. But it should be 

understood that EVs only transfer the GHG from the fuel tank to the power generating station.. 

India was placed 7th in 2023 Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI). However, the country 

improved by only one rank from the previous one, remaining among the highest climate performers. 

She has maintained her position among the top 10 for the fifth year in a row. This has been achieved by 

a variety of actions in GHG emitting sectors; the two highest emitting sectors being power (8.2 Gt Co2) 

and transport (4.7 Gt.CO2. 

The Government of India (GoI) has planned to increase non-fossil fuel energy capacity from present 

173,010 MW to 500,000 MW by the year 2030. This will fulfill about half of her energy requirements 

through renewable energy. The increase in the use of renewable energy will reduce CO2 emissions by 

1 billion tons, thus carbon intensity by 2030 will come down below 45 percent. The Net-Zero emission 

target will still be far from what is planned to be achieved by 2070.  

To achieve Net-Zero emission targets in the transport sector, one of the actions taken by GoI is the 

promotion of Electric Vehicles. No doubt, electric vehicle will reduce air pollution by restricting 

exhaust emission. However, it should be clearly understood that EVs only transfer the GHG from the 

fuel tank to the power generating station. It contributes to GHG reduction only if it consumes the grid 

power that has been generated by renewable sources of energy e.g. Hydropower, Solar Power, Wind 

Power etc. 

In India, the 2023 power generation scenario reveals 56.9 % power to have been generated by using 

fossil fuels. Thus, using 100% Electric Vehicles in road transport, in an average scenario, will reduce 

only 43.1 % of GHG emission. Conversion of 100% road mobility into electric systems is not presently 

feasible as adequate numbers of charging stations at appropriate locations are not available. 

 In addition, electric vehicle charging has a big disadvantage of creating grid imbalance as the charging 

is done by plugging in a single phase power point. No doubt the government is promoting the use of 

electric vehicle by providing subsidies in various sections of automobile like two wheelers, three 

wheelers, and four wheelers, but the key barrier in the propagation of EV in India at a large scale is the 

absence of public charging infrastructure at a required level. 

Such a problem is being faced not only in India but all over the world. Even in a developed country like 

the USA, 95% of the charging points are private. The public charging stations are located only on 

highways. In India, the charging stations are provided by power utility, charging infrastructure, 

manufacturer, charging station operators, vehicle manufacturers/fleet operators, location owners/real 

estate and public authorities. Some vehicle owners have their own private charging station.  

The electric vehicle has created an opportunity for charging business, thus giving a boost to the economy 

and employment. International experience as well as Indian experience suggest that various 

institutions/stakeholders are engaged in planning and development of charging infrastructure for 

electric vehicles.  



 

ABB India, Delta Electronics, Mass Tech, RRT, Okaya and Exicom are some of the charging 

infrastructure manufacturers. Of late, the ministry of power has defined electric vehicle charging as 

service. This has facilitated the establishment of new charging stations by various entrepreneurs and 

operators. The charging operators do not require any license under electricity act 2003 to establish and 

operate their charging stations. Electric vehicle infra hardware solutions can be provided in two different 

ways. Standalone delivery – to install at home, workplace, or for public charging is one way.  

The other way is to provide a solution through partnership with vehicle manufacturers by offering the 

hardware as a part of the vehicle. This way, one will essentially be providing a complete charging point 

solution for public and private charging including the hardware and software installation. Further, 

services such as maintenance of the hardware as well as additional support services can also be 

provided, thus more employment can be created.  

The Charging Point Operation (CPO) by itself will become a business complementary to EVs. These 

operators can operate a single charging station providing multiple charging points or can scale up to 

operating a network of charging stations. Electric vehicle charging, customer support, network solution 

(standalone or in partnership with a Network Service Provider), etc. could be the services that these 

operators could provide Time-based fees, Energy-based fees, fixed fees, Membership fees, etc., could 

be different pricing mechanisms that could be offered to electric vehicle users.  

Recently, an amendment has been made in the Electricity Act 2003 by the Ministry of Power which has 

made electric vehicle charging a “service.” Thus, no licensing is required under the act to operate a 

charging station. Some of the companies that have taken advantage of this provision are Tata Power, 

EESL, Fortum India, Magenta Charge Zone, and Group Volttic. Presently, lithium-ion batteries are 

most commonly used in EVs. These batteries consist of rare elements such as Lithium, Nickel, and 

Cobalt. Use of these rare elements is expected to increase as the electric vehicle industry grows. The 

supply chain for these materials is restricted and fragile; only a few countries have deposits of these 

materials. Recently, big deposits of lithium have been discovered in India.  

Battery constitutes the biggest cost in electric vehicles. Recycling of batteries will reduce the cost of 

EV operation and also reduce negative environmental impact. Thus, there is an opportunity to create a 

sustainable business of battery recycling. Be that as it may, the attainment of net zero in road transport 

is difficult with transition to EV alone. It will also require power generation to be completely switched 

over to renewable sources. While reforms in the energy sector will contribute to lesser secondary GHG 

emission from electric road transport vehicles, the transition to hydrogen powered vehicles will result 

in faster attainment of Net Zero 

  



 

 

 Budget 2024: From investments in skill development 

to infrastructure, what education sector expects 

ahead of elections 

 

India was placed 7th in 2023 Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI). However, the country 

improved by only one rank from the previous one, remaining among the highest climate performers. 

She has Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present present the Interim Budget 2024-25 

on February 1. The full Budget for FY25 will be presented after the formation of the new government 

following the general elections. 

This Budget will contain details about the estimated receipts and the expenditure of the government 

until the formation of new government. 

In the financial year 2023-24, education sector received it’s highest-ever allocation of ₹1.12 lakh crore 

against FY 2022-23 budget allocation of ₹1.04 crore. FY 2023-24 budget included ₹68,804 crore 

allocation for school education, ₹44,094.62 crore allocation for higher education and ₹37,453 crore 

allocation for the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). Here are some suggestions from experts, from 

investments in skill development to infrastructure ahead of elections. 

Economics Professor and Chairperson at Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH), Dr. 

Pooja Misra said, “Manufacturing-led growth is imperative to build a $ 5 trillion economy. With the 

Government working towards bringing down logistics costs and heavily investing in building key 

infrastructure, be it transportation network, railways etc. and thereby hoping to capitalise on the 

crowding-in effect (with private industry capex increasing)."  

In order to address the challenges facing the education sector such as skill mismatch, Pooja Misra 

suggested that government should continue to focus on skill development and education of the youth in 

this interim budget. This could be achieved through increased vocational training institutes, building of 

technical and IT skills, analytical skills and more. This investment would lead to increased employment, 

higher productivity, lower disparity in income levels and facilitate economic growth. 

Assistant Professor of Economics at IIM Kashipur, Jagadish Prasad Sahu said, “The 2024 Union Budget 

of India is expected to continue its policy thrust on boosting the social and physical infrastructure of the 

country." He suggested that government spending on infrastructure is essential for job creation and to 

maintain the growth momentum of the economy.  

Ahead of Lok Sabha elections, Jagadish Prasad Sahu said that the social sector spending of the 

government is anticipated to witness significant growth that will help achieve the objective that the 

benefits of economic growth and progress deliver to all sections of the society. He said, “Given the 

vision of the Modi government ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas and Sabka Vishwas’, economic growth must 

be supported by social welfare." 

 

  



 

Challenges and opportunities in Implementing 

Artificial Intelligence and Data Science Projects 

 

The Indian market is expected to grow at a 20.2% CAGR to reach US$ 7.8 billion by 
2025. The global AI market is anticipated to grow at a 39.4% CAGR, reaching US$ 
422.37 billion by 2028. The impact of AI on education is emphasized for India to meet 
its 2030 sustainable development targets. In 2021, the global AI market’s value was 
US$ 59.67 billion. Between 2000 and September 2022, the number of AI startups in 
India increased fourteenfold, showcasing the significant impact of AI on business 
operations and technological progress. 
 
The euphoria around frontier technologies has been replaced by the recent rapid 
strides in Artificial Intelligence and Data Science. AI and DS have transcended the 
global economy, prompting institutes worldwide to provide and promote this new tech 
to younger minds.  

Scope of AI and DS 

AI and DS have streamlined processes, increased efficiency and stimulated innovation which 
has resulted in cost saving and competitive advantages for the businesses. Businesses can 
now forecast trends by utilizing AI, comprehend customers and customize services. Scope of 
AI in the country is not just limited to research but has branched out in education, healthcare, 
banking, agriculture, transport etc. According to the “Future of Job Report” 2023, of World 
Economic Forum, AI and Machine Learning specialists will be in the top list of fastest 
growing jobs. 

Challenges and Opportunities 

AI & DS has induced confidence and innovation but is looked upon with a certain degree of 
caution as well. AI has passed the stage of being a “shiny new object” and is now being 
scrutinized. The irony of AI is that its opportunities are its challenges as well. 

•     It is expected that 45% of the tasks performed by humans currently and 40% of 
developers code (with 8.6% less error) will be automated using AI. This will increase the 
overall efficiency of the business but will also induce fear of job security in the professionals. 

• AI will automate the smallest to biggest tasks of the business such as improving customer 
satisfaction, predicting future demand, formulating strategies etc. Automation of day-to-day 
business tasks would increase the efficiency, output and profitability of the business but 
would require huge amount of computing power and capital which is an unimaginable infra 
development for the small companies.  

https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/
https://financialexpress.com/about/artificial-intelligence/
https://www.financialexpress.com/policy/economy/
https://www.financialexpress.com/jobs-career/


 

• AI is a double-edged sword; experts are keeping their hopes on AI to promote 
environmental sustainability. AI can help create future climate scenarios, climate models, 
climate policies to facilitate better decision making at the corporate and governmental level, 
however, the development and use of a single AI model can have a carbon foot print of 284 
metrics tons of CO2e. 

• Also, the data used to train AI is not exactly neutral resulting in biases present in the data 
which can lead to skewed outcomes. The complexity of AI makes it difficult to identify such 
biases, making the data shown by AI unreliable.  

• Another nightmare associated with AI is data security and ethical conduct.  AI can aid in 
fraud detection, data encryption, data theft etc. but AI itself can be manipulated into 
committing these crimes.  This AI-Jurassic Park needs to be fenced by laws with attention to 
confidentiality and privacy of its users. 

Beginning with the 2020–21 academic year, the CBSE, in accordance with the National 
Education Policy (NEP), offered artificial intelligence as a subject in classes IX and XI at 
affiliated schools. Using AI techniques, this portal offers open-source software for self-paced 
learning for school education across states and UTs. It also features QR-coded texts that are 
energized. 16.82 million students are enrolled in DIKSHA as of March 28, 
2023. Karnataka leads the state in the number of learning sessions attended (9.32 million), 
followed by Rajasthan (6.10 million) and Odisha (4.45 million). 

 

 

 

 

  

https://financialexpress.com/about/cbse/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/karnataka-bandh-live-updates-bengaluru-news-live-updates-cauvery-bandh-live-updates-bkg/3257714/
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